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WHAT IS ELDER ABUSE?

Definition in use
Organization:

“Elder Abuse is a single or ref
action, occurring withi

person.”



WEALAGE w? E TYPES OF ELDER

ELDER ABUSE C

FIVE GENERAL C:
Neglect and Abandon
Psychology:' | ’

Financial

Physical %



senter for Elders and the Courts

http://www.eldersandcourts.org

The Center for Elc el
the National

The Center for Elders
resources and informat
nationwide re ing Gua
Elder Abuse, 1 as we

Resources.

The Center
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http://www.eldersandcourts.org/states/South-Carolina.aspx

5.C-SUPREME COURT TASK
“ORCE ON STATE COURTS & THE
ELDERLY

In 2010, S.C. Supren
H. Toal created a state
Courts and the Elderly.

The Task
Debora Fa___
Greeni___ll o (



Elder Abuse

Title 16, Chapter 3: C 1
Against the Person
Section 16-3-1050: Fai




SOUTH CAROLINA DEFINITIONS

DEFINITIONS FC
ADULTI

Definitions of various ter:
in Section 43-35-10:

“Abuse” is defi in 43-3
“Exploitation”  in 43-
“Neglect” is

“Physical abt

“Psychologicz
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Probate Issues
Title 62, South Carol
Article 5: Protection of
their Property

General Pro
Guardians
Protectio
Minors

Powers




YOW CAN THE COURT SYSTEM
RESPOND TO ELDER ABUSE?

Elder Protection )

An Elder Protection (
specifically designed tc
persons who have been
exploited. Th Eptder
Conger (Ret.) t

County. 1
operates, b
and her tean
courts in tt
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SOW CAN THE COURT SYSTEM
ESPOND TO ELDER ABUSE?

(Continued)

The Superior Court O
Costa Elder Court

A single judge hears all case
citizens: elder estraining
misdemear: nt d
small clair

The court
the physical
peer couns



4OW CAN THE COURT SYSTEM
RESP gu_) c ELDER ABUSE?

Elder Justice Ce

Florida estabhshe _

(EJC) in Hillsborough

The 13t Judicial Circuit E

Florida (H [ 'h Coun
This court

sixty or__
through @
mattCHSa.



.r)w [CAN HE COURT SYSTEM
POND TO ELDER ABUSE?

The 13t Judicial C1
The goals of the EJC
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S THERE A ROLE FOR S.C.
PROBATE COURTS IN
RESPONDING TO THESE ISSUES?

YES!!

Because the Probate Cot
exclusive jurisdiction to de
Conservatorsh d concuri
Circuit Courts ith Pow
the “trifecta” 101
Elder Abuse

The general c
Elder Abuse a

Intimate Pa



IN'WHAT WAYS CAN THE
SROBATE COURTS ADDRESS THE
SSUE OF ELDER ABUSE?

WHEN CONSIDI
FOR APPOINTME

Criminal background che
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Ask other q
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JOW CAN PROBATE COURTS
ADDDRESS TH = ISSUES? (cont’d)

APPOINTING A RE.
TRAINED GUARDI

The Guardian ad Litem’
what is in the best interes
Adult (AIP).

He or she shor yve knowle
as well as a con he law
and conserva

The GAL sl
involved, in

The Probate
expectations
communica
the G



JOW CAN PROBATE COURTS
ADDRESS TH = ISSUES? (cont’'d)

The third most subst:
is Financial Exploita

Financial Exploitation
that the Probate court is
that it has the ji ction to

The issue is
guardianshi
as in disputes
Once the iss
not hay
respon:



T ALL BEGAN WITH A
SONTESTED GC MATTER . . .

Every judge has a case t

during their time on t

referred to by the judge

which a convergence of tf
takes place, and while it cat
stimulating, and a test of pa
temperament, a a test of ¢
definitely not an esto h
This is my ca

response of ot

who had no p

power of attorr

someone to
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I HEPE rrr o_ THE PSYCHIC,
\ND THE PROBATE JUDGE



In Co _clusion .



WHATICAN \ WE DO TO PREVENT
- .DER ABUSE IN OUR

COMMUNITY?
BE VIGILANT

BE INVOLVED

EDUCATE OURSELVE
COLLEAGUE
DON'T BE AF

ELDER N i)

VALUE OL
COMMU
ONE DAY W
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