






























The Community Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) program trains citizens how to be better 
prepared to respond to emergency situations.  
CERT members can give critical support to first 
responders and provide immediate assistance to 
victims at a disaster site.  CERT training includes 
disaster preparedness, basic fire suppression, 
basic disaster medical operations, and light search 
and rescue operations. More than 3,000 CERT 
members have been trained in South Carolina.  To 
find out more about how you can become involved 
in CERT, please contact your county emergency 
management director. 
 
Another tool to keep your family and community 
prepared is the Map Your Neighborhood (MYN) 
program.  MYN unites communities and develops 
neighborhood skills and resource inventories.  
Contact your local county emergency 
management director for more information on Map 
Your Neighborhood. For more information on 
CERT, check out the links below.

National Citizen Corps Website
www.citizencorps.gov

State CERT Website
www.scemd.org

State CERT Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/SouthCarolinaCert

State CERT Twitter Page
www.twitter.com/sc_cert

Map Your Neighborhood Website
www.BeReadyCounty.org

CERT

Emergency shelters may be opened should a hur-
ricane approach South Carolina.  Shelters are gen-
erally the place of last resort. Individuals and fami-
lies are encouraged to have emergency plans in 
place. These plans should include relatives or 
friends with whom you can stay or locations to 
which you will travel. In the event that you must 
use a shelter, there are two types: American Red 
Cross and Special Medical Needs shelters 
(SMNS). Only individuals with special medical 
needs will be admitted to SMNS.  In the event of a 
major disaster, monitor local media and during an 
evacuation pay attention to emergency alerts via 
radio and road signs for information about the 
nearest open shelter in case you need it. 

SEEKING SHELTER



According to the Institute for Business and Home Safety, an estimated 25 percent of businesses do not 
reopen following a major disaster. Businesses located along the South Carolina coast are not the only ones 
that could be affected by a hurricane or any other tropical storm system. Inland businesses could be affected 
by these storms if coastal businesses and suppliers have to stop production or temporarily close.  You can 
protect your business by identifying the risks associated with natural and man-made disasters, and by creat-
ing a plan for action should a disaster strike. By keeping those plans updated, you can help ensure the survival 
of your business.  For information on how business and industry can prepare for major disasters, visit the 
“Plan & Prepare” section of SCEMD’s website, www.scemd.org.

PREPARING YOUR BUSINESS

STAY CONNECTED DURING AN #EMERGENCY

You can stay connected with us through your favorite social media pages!  SCEMD will  send 
out emergency alerts, disaster preparedness tips and other useful  information through Face-
book, Twitter, YouTube and other sites.  We are always examining different social media out-
lets as new potential ways of reaching as many people as possible during an emergency.  You 
can find links to all of SCEMD’s social media feeds by visiting our website, scemd.org or by 
an online search for “@SCEMD”.




